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indeed to be apprehended everywhere. I stayed a couple of days with Sir James, but seeing I would be of little use there, that no orders were sent from Dublin, and no plan adopted for themselves, I returned to my post at Baxidon. My district, though quiet and recovered from the panic, still required to be watched, and I could not help, when I saw insurrection within, being particularly afraid of a visit from the French. I wished, therefore, to establish a better lookout on.the coast, and to give instructions to the outposts, &c.
In a day or two I received another summons from Cork. I found the same confusion and indecision prevailing. General Fawcett, by detaching small parties from Duncannon Fort against the insurgents in Wexford, had allowed two parties to be cut off and two guns to be taken. He had retired to the fort, and feared an attack. Sir James had directed Major-General Johnstone to march immediately with a body of about 1200 men to Waterford. It was understood that General Eustace had arrived at New Koss with 800 from Dublin; but Wexford town and the whole county were in possession of the insurgents. I told Sir James my opinion, that he should himself go and direct the operations against Wexford. As commanding the south, he could order troops and make upon the spot such arrangements as he thought necessary. He said Wexford was in General Dundas's district. I then asked him to permit me to go post to Waterford. I should be there in the morning,, might deliver to General Johnstone such instructions as he chose, and might otherwise assist him, particularly as he was in want of officers to lead the troops should he come to action. I should return immediately, even before I should be missed from my own post. He refused peremptorily, saying that he had already detached too much, and must keep something with himself. No instructions of any kind had arrived from Dublin, though the communication was now open. I returned again to Bandon; my mind, is by no means anxious about the event. From the seizure of Lord Edward FitzGerald and other leaders the plans were at first